
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: Traffic Calming, Rolling Hills Road 
 
DATE: August 21, 2007 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider a study of traffic calming options for Rolling Hills 

Road. 
 

FACTS: 1. A petition was received dated January 8, 2007, from some residents in the 
immediate area of Rolling Hills Road.  The petition states that traffic loads and 
speeds on Rolling Hills Road have a significant negative impact on their quality 
of life.   

 
 2. Based upon a recent study of the intersection of Rolling Hills and Creston 

Roads, it is estimated that the average daily traffic on Rolling Hills Road is 
roughly 3,500 average daily trips (ADT).  

 
 3. The posted speed limit of Rolling Hills Road is 35 miles per hour.  The 2003 

speed survey indicates the typical speed is 44 miles per hour. 
 

4. Twenty-nine citations were issued on Rolling Hills Road between last October 
and January.  The relatively high citation rate is reflective of the enforcement 
effort in the area.  Accident data on Rolling Hills Road is light and none is 
related to speed. 

 
5. The City Council adopted Traffic Calming policies describe a process for 

evaluation of requests for traffic calming measures.  In accordance with this 
process, the City Council may authorize a study of traffic behavior and options 
for traffic calming.  

 
6. The City has $20,000 available in gas tax funds dedicated to traffic calming in 

the fiscal year 07-08. 
 

7. At their meeting of July 13, the Streets and Utilities Committee recommended 
that the Council authorize a traffic calming study for Rolling Hills Road and 
that “bots” dots be placed as an interim measure. 

 
8. We have received two proposals from qualified traffic engineers to perform 

studies of traffic calming options for Rolling Hills Road.  
 

ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: Rolling Hills Road functions as a collector street.  It is a key connection between Union 

Road and Creston Road.  Rolling Hills Road was originally established as Golden Hill 
Road, a county road that pre-dates the mapping of the Orchard Bungalow Tract (1920).  
Given its history, most of Rolling Hills Road was developed largely to rural road 
standards. 
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 Accident history on Rolling Hills Road is very limited (six minor collisions between 
January, 2005, and April, 2007).  By comparison, there were 66 collisions in the same 
stretch of Golden Hill Road during the same time period. 

 
In accordance with adopted traffic calming policies, the City Council may authorize a 
study of traffic calming options for Rolling Hills Road.  The study would include 
neighborhood meetings. 

 
Options for traffic calming will include those as listed in the Council adopted traffic 
calming program including; traffic circles, mid-block chokers, medians, and chicanes.  
Increased enforcement is another option, which may involve video monitoring. 
 
Traffic volume reduction measures would also be included in the study.  These measures 
must be considered in the context of City-wide circulation patterns, resulting impacts on 
other streets and emergency response times. 
 
While all of the above are needed to address traffic behavior issues on Rolling Hills 
Road, a more comprehensive road design effort is needed; similar to the on-going 
efforts in progress on Union Road, River Road and Vine Street.  
 
Interim measures, such as stop signs, are not appropriate tools to address traffic 
calming.  Stop signs are used for access control.  Stop signs, installed without traffic 
counts and supporting warrants; increase driver frustration; increase speeds between 
intersections; increases driver’s disrespect for all controls; increase accidents; and 
significantly increase the City’s exposure to liability for damage and injuries resulting 
from accidents. 
 
As an interim measure, the Streets and Utilities Committee recommended that “bots” 
dots be placed at two locations on Rolling Hills Road.  Noise from these installations 
must be considered.  A similar treatment was placed on Country Club Drive and 
subsequently removed.    
 
Options for funding a study of Rolling Hills Road are limited to $20,000 in gas tax funds 
in the fiscal year 07-08.  Issues relating to Rolling Hills Road have to be weighed against 
other pending neighborhood traffic issues and road improvement interests City-wide. 
 
Highways 101-46E; 101-46W; River Road, Union Road, Creston Road, South Vine 
Street and Theatre Drive are examples of high priority projects.  Transportation funds 
are committed years in advance to these projects and only partially cover their cost.   
 

POLICY 
REFERENCE: Traffic Calming Program 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: The estimated cost of conducting a study of traffic calming options for Rolling Hills 

Road is $25,000.  The estimated cost of a comprehensive road design and plan is 
another $50,000. 
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OPTIONS: a.   City Council to authorize a traffic calming study for Rolling Hills Road from the 
City’s gas tax funds not to exceed $20,000.  

 
 b. City Council to add the Rolling Hills traffic calming study request to the list of 

road improvement projects for consideration in future budgets. 
 

c. City Council to authorize staff to seek proposals for the design of a           
conceptual plan line for Rolling Hills Road. 

 
d. Amend, modify or reject the above option. 
 

Prepared by:  John Falkenstien, City Engineer 
 

Attachments (3): 
1) Letter from Bob and Lenore Spielman 
2) Letter from Lenore Mavleos 
3) Neighborhood petition 
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